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The Corona-Norco Unified School District's Board of Education accepts its 

responsibility to strive for the highest quality of instructional and co-curricular 

opportunities for all students. The Board recognizes that our rapidly changing 

world and society have placed new challenges upon our schools as we educate 

and prepare students for the future. The instructional goals of the past, which 

have included a rigorous basic education with emphasis on reading, writing, and 

computational skills, are even more important now as we enter an era of high 

technology, instantaneous global communication, and proliferating information. 

Citizens, if they are to be effective, are forced to adjust to demands for 

sophisticated critical thinking, lifelong learning, and positive reaction to the 

accelerating changes in both our man-made and natural environments. 
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Introduction 

The CNUSD Literacy Guide, in 

conjunction with the California 

Common Core Literacy Standards, the 

recommended California Framework 

for Public Education, and Fullan and 

Quinn’s Coherence Framework, aims at 

producing globally literate students 

who possess…“The ability to read, 

write, and communicate with 

competence and confidence in English 

across a range of personal and academic 

contexts expanding students’ 

opportunities for career and college 

success and for full and wide 

participation in a democratic society and 

global economy… [by] providing 

individuals with access to extraordinary 

and powerful literature that widens 

perspectives, illuminates the human 

experience, and deepens 

understandings of self and others.”  

(ELA/ELD Framework).  CNUSD is 

committed to cultivating a collaborative 

culture to enhance and focus our 

systems, deepen our learning and 

building accountability for stakeholders 

to ensure ALL students are successful 

and can reach their fullest potential.   
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The literacy guide was designed and 

developed by CNUSD educators, 

parents, and community members to 

explicitly state the shared 

commitments to our students 

regarding literacy instruction in every 

classroom, every day.   
 

CNUSD in conjunction with the 

ELA/ELD Framework for Public 

Education and the California 

Department of Education believes 

a “system of clear expectations for 

student achievement promotes 

educational equity.                    

This equity- ensured through 

universal access for all students- is 

the cornerstone to our educational 

philosophy.  It’s from the results 

of our continuing research for and 

development of improved 

programs and instructional 

techniques that students will 

actually achieve their true 

potential for academic success”  

(ELA/ELD Framework, 18). 

 
 

Purpose of 

the Literacy 

Guide 
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 Purpose Driven 

 Goals That Impact 

 Clarity of Strategy 

 Change Leadership 

 Culture of Growth 

 Learning Leadership 

 Capacity Building 

 Collaborative Work 

 Internal Accountability 

 External Accountability  

 Clarity of Learning Goals 

 Precision in Pedagogy 

 Shift Practices Through 

Capacity Building 

CNUSD in 

alignment with 

the Coherence 

Framework * 

“…the greatest influence on student progression in 

learning is having highly expert, inspired and passionate 

teachers and school leaders working together to 

maximize the effect of their teaching on all students in 

their care. (Coherence xii) The coherence framework is 

not a structure or strategy; instead, it consists of the 

shared depth of understanding about the purpose and 

nature of the work (3).  

Fullan, Michael and Joanne Quinn.  Coherence: The Right Drivers in Action for Schools, Districts, and Systems.  California: Corwin, 2016. 
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The District Office Team is committed to providing all 

students with an exceptional literacy program designed 

to support ALL students, TK-12 teachers, administrators, 

classified staff and the community by: 

o Promoting an adult learning environment 

that fosters literacy and equity as a focus 

o Supporting ongoing collaborative discussions 

about challenging issues 

o Providing targeted ongoing professional 

learning opportunities for 21st century literacy 

o Providing coaching for TK-12 individuals and 

teams 

o Differentiated support by school site in all 

components of literacy and equity including 

cultural proficiency, social emotional learning 

and social justice 

o Utilizing social media to promote teaching 

and learning of literacy and equity using 

videos, podcasts, and community 

organization to display student work 

o Providing materials to support TK-12 literacy 

instruction for all students 

o Reviewing data to ensure all students are 

being served and supported 

o Supporting administration and teachers to 

ensure classroom instruction and decisions 

are based on careful review of appropriate 

data.   

 

Best Practices 

for District 

Office  
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Best Practices 

in 

Elementary  
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Best Practices in 

Intermediate  
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Best Practices in 

High School  
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Best Practices for 

Students  
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Best Practices for 

Parents  
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The ELA/ELD framework, adopted by the state of California in 2014, serves as Corona-Norco Unified 
School District’s road map and compass for literacy curriculum and instruction. In California, there are 
two sets of interrelated standards:  

1. The California Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy in 
History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects, and  

2. The California English Language Development Standards.  
The ELA/ELD framework is a blueprint for the implementation of these two sets of standards and is a 
rich and valuable resource and guide for Corona-Norco’s families, teachers, administrators, support 
staff, and policy makers.  
 
This CNUSD Literacy Guide is directly influenced by the circles 
 of implementation which makes visible the content of chapter  
one of the framework. Starting from the inside circle, the themes 
and standards in the infographic inform the literacy content.  
Moving outward, the white circle represents the context of  
learning, and the orange outer ring represents the goals for a  
broadly literate individual. These pieces provide a balance of the 
rigor and relevance pillar with the social emotional learning  
pillar to provide equity in literacy instruction to accomplish the 
goals of 21st century education. The following pages in this  
guide will expand on each of the components of the circles of  
implementation. 
 
In addition to CNUSD’s Literacy Guide, we encourage Corona Norco stakeholders to access the 
framework chapters which include: Key Considerations in ELA/Literacy and ELD Curriculum, 
Instruction and Assessment, Content and Pedagogy, Access and Equity, Learning in the 21st Century, 
Professional Learning, and more.  You will find more information on the following pages regarding the 
goals, context for learning, themes and standards portrayed in the infographic you see in the above 
figure.   
 
The framework is not just a Language Arts resource, but a literacy resource that includes strategies, 
supports, and ideas for other subject areas including mathematics, science, and social studies. The 
various figures, snapshots, and vignettes highlighted in the framework provide glimpses into exemplar 
lessons and units that promote language development, critical thinking, communication, collaboration, 
and creativity in integrated and designated K-12 classrooms.  
 
CNUSD is committed to preparing all of our students to be broadly literate in a 21st century global 
society. As our CNUSD Vision for Literacy states: Literacy is the key to unlocking the world and a passport 
to the future. Together we build a culture of literacy for all. 

 

Introduction to the 

ELA/ELD 

Framework for 

California Public 

Education 
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Infographic for the ELA/ELD Framework for 

Public Education 
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GOALS of 

21st Century 

Education   

Ready for College, Career, and Citizenship 

“Preparing students for college, careers, and civic life is a multilayered and 

complex process that begins in the earliest years and advances students 

towards futures of possibilities, choice, and satisfying productivity. Students 

achieve the goal when they graduate from high school and enter into higher 

learning, professional lives, and their communities as life- long learners— 

individuals ready for the challenges of new settings and ready to contribute to 

the well- being of the state, nation, and planet” 

-Chapter 2, page 54 

Capacities of Literate Individuals 

“Literacy and language, along with positive dispositions toward learning and 

wide exposure as readers and viewers to extraordinary literary and 

informational text and other media, enable students to access the thinking of 

others—their knowledge, perspectives, questions, and passions— and to 

share, ponder, and pursue their own.” 

-Introduction, page 4 

 Broadly Literate 

A person who is broadly literate engages with a variety of books and other texts 

across a wide range of genres, time periods, cultures, perspectives, and topics for a 

multitude of purposes, including learning about new ideas and oneself and immersing 

oneself in the sheer pleasure of reading.” 

-Chapter 2, page 55 

Living and Learning in the 21
st

 Century 

“The CA CCSS for ELA/Literacy and the CA ELD Standards call for students 

throughout the grades to engage in a range of tasks (analyze, interpret, access, 

integrate and evaluate, collaborate, adapt, apply, and so forth) that require the 

critical thinking, problem solving, and collaboration demanded of 21st century 

living and learning.” 

-Chapter 2, page 60 
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Students 

Develop Literacy 

Capacities 
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Context 
for learning   

Integrating the Curricula 

“Integrating curricula allows students to make connections across many 

disciplines and areas of interest and can be powerfully motivating.  Using 

reading, writing, speaking, listening, and language (including language 

awareness) to interact with content knowledge and one another, students 

are able to consolidate and expand their learning in ways that mutually 

reinforce the language arts and various disciplines.” 

-Chapter 2, page 62 

Motivating and Engaging Learners 

“All students need to be supported to invest personally in literacy- to see 

the relevance of the content for their lives and to sustain the effort and 

interest needed to learn skills and gain competence.  Students who are 

active participants in their learning and who come to exert greater control 

over their reading and writing process grow in their perceptions of 

themselves as autonomous learners and thinkers.” 

-Chapter 2, page 64 

Respecting Learners 

“As teachers and the broader educational community openly recognize 

and genuinely value students’ home cultures, primary languages, and 

variations of using English, California’s culturally and linguistically diverse 

learners, including ELs, are better positioned to thrive socially and 

academically” 

-Chapter 2, page 65 

Ensuring Intellectual Challenge 

“This ELA/ELD Framework considers not only what the standards are but 

how they should be implemented to ensure that all of California’s 

students succeed in attaining them.  Intellectual challenge is to be the 

hallmark of every student’s education regardless of background or prior 

academic performance” 

-Chapter 2, page 66 
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Integrating 

the Curricula  

“The CA CCSS for ELA/Literacy call for dual integration, or as stated by the Committee on Defining Deeper Learning and 21st 

Century Skills, ‘they promote a double vision of integration- (a) that reading, writing, and discourse ought to support one another’s 

development, and (b) that reading, writing, and language practices are best taught and learned when they are employed as tools 

to acquire knowledge and inquiry skills and strategies within disciplinary contexts, such as science history, or literature’” 

“The strands of Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening, and Language are integrated among themselves and across all 

disciplines” as the Figure above illustrates.   

-Chapter 2, Page 61 
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Intellectually 

Challenging   

“The cognitive tasks outlined in the revised Bloom’s Taxonomy (remembering, understanding, applying, analyzing, evaluating and 

creating) and Webb’s Depth of Knowledge levels (recall and reproduction, skills and concepts, thinking and reasoning, and 

extended thinking) are useful for gauging the range and balance of intellectual challenge for students”.   

-Chapter 2, Page 67 

Page 20 
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THEMES  

of literacy 

instruction 

Meaning Making 

“Meaning Making should be the central purpose for interacting with text, 

producing text, participating in discussions, giving presentations, and 

engaging in research.  Meaning making includes literal comprehension 

but is not confined to it at any grade or with any student.” 

-Chapter 2, page 69 
  Language Development 

“Language development, especially academic language, is crucial for 

learning…As students progress through the grades, their language develops 

as the result of learning new content, reading more texts, writing responses 

and analyses, conversing with teachers and classmates, and researching and 

presenting ideas- just as their ability to accomplish these tasks develops as 

the result of increases in language.” 

-Chapter 2, page 78 
  Effective Expression  

“Students express their understandings and thinking in a variety of ways- through 

writing, speaking, digital media, visual displays, movement, and more.” 

-Chapter 2, page 84 

Content Knowledge 

“Students should read widely across a variety of disciplines in a variety of settings to 

learn content and become familiar with the discourse patterns unique to each 

discipline.  Students who engage in inquiry- and have opportunities to read and hear 

content texts within real-world contexts that enhance students’ engagement by 

piquing their interest and connecting with their own lives.” 

-Chapter 2, page 88 
Foundational Skills 

“Students acquire foundational skills through excellent, carefully designed systematic 

instruction and ample opportunities to practice.  Students of any grade who struggle 

with foundational skills should be provided additional, sometimes different, instruction 

while also having access to and participating in the other components of ELA/Literacy 

programs and subject matter curricula.” 

-Chapter 2, page 89 
Page 21 
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Text 

Complexity   

“Teachers need to know their students- their background knowledge relevant to the text, their knowledge of the 

vocabulary in the text, and their proficiency in reading and in the English language- to determine the most 

appropriate texts and tasks”.   

-Chapter 2, Page 74 

Figure can be 

found in 

Appendix A of 

the Common 

Core 

Page 22 
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Structures for 

Engaging ALL 

students in 

Academic 

Conversations   

See more ideas for engaging students in academic conversations, by viewing Figure 2.15 in Chapter 2, page 86 

-Chapter 2, Page 67 
Page 23 
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ELA/ELD 

STANDARDS 

     The California Common Core State Standards  

          for ELA/ Literacy were  “Created by a diverse  

       group of teachers, experts, parents, and school  

              administrators who represent the aspirations for our  

           children and the realities of the classroom, ‘these  

         standards are designed to ensure that students   

      graduating from high school are prepared to go to college 

or enter the workforce and that parents, teachers, and 

students have a clear understanding of what is expected of 

them.’” 

-Chapter 1, page 16 

 

CA CCSS for ELA/Literacy 

ELD Standards 

“The intent of the CA ELD Standards is to capture the 

multilayered and complex process of English language 

development in kindergarten through grade twelve and 

covey them in ways that are useful for teachers…they are 

aligned to the CA CCSS for ELA/Literacy, and they draw 

attention to the language…that is particularly critical for 

ELs to develop in order to understand and successfully use 

academic English across the disciplines.” 

-Chapter 1, page 30 
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Literacy 

Expectations    

TK   
Transitional 

Kindergarten  
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Michael Hughes, Parkridge 

Elementary School 
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Literacy 

Expectations    

Kindergarten – Grade 2 

Page 27 
#CNUSDFutureReady 



  

Page 28 
#CNUSDFutureReady 



  

Literacy 

Expectations    

Grade 3-Grade 5 
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Literacy 

Expectations    

Grades 6-8 

Grades 9-12 
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Equity  

To balance rigor and relevance with social 

emotional learning, CNUSD will provide ALL 

students with an EQUITABLE learning 

environment. 

“Instruction and assessment should be both 

linguistically and culturally congruent, and 

students’ linguistic and cultural backgrounds 

should be taken into account when determining 

appropriate approaches to instruction and 

intervention.” 

-ELA/ELD Framework, Chapter 9, page 928 

“General education teachers consider different ways to 

stimulating different ways that students can express what 

they know- all based on students’ needs and assets and 

strengths.” 

-ELA/ELD Framework, Chapter 9, page 910 

“The goal is for all students to receive high-quality, standards-

aligned instruction, using culturally and linguistically responsive 

teaching.” 

-ELA/ELD Framework, Chapter 9, page 913 

“…educators should continuously strive for social 

justice, access, and equity.  This requires educators 

to adopt a stance of inquiry toward their practice 

and to engage in ongoing, collaborative discussions 

with their colleagues about challenging issues, 

including race, culture, language, and equity.” 

-ELA/ELD Framework, Chapter 9, page 916 
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An EQUITABLE learning 

environment employs 

culturally and 

linguistically 

responsive teaching 

Page 33 

“Culturally and linguistically responsive teaching and equity-focused approaches emphasize validating and valuing 

students’ cultural and linguistic heritage- and all other aspects of students’ identities- while also ensuring their full 

development of academic English and their ability to engage meaningfully in a range of academic contexts across the 

disciplines.” (ELA/ELD Framework, Chapter 9, page 917) 

Culturally and linguistically responsive teaching can be defined as using the cultural knowledge, prior experiences, 

frames of reference, and performance styles of ethnically diverse students to make learning encounters more relevant 

to and effective for them.  It develops a sense of person efficacy, building positive relationships and shared 

responsibility while they acquire an ethic of success that is compatible with cultural pride.  Infusing the history and 

culture of the students into the curriculum is important for students to maintain personal perceptions of competence 

and positive school socialization.  
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CNUSD provides 

students with ACCESS 

to the following 

instructional tools: 

 Literacy instruction in CNUSD is based on the 

CCSS ELA/ELD standards/framework and 

other state adopted content area Frameworks. 

 Instruction is strategically designed with a clear 

knowledge of standards mastery based on CCSS 

ELA/ELD standards. 

 Literacy instruction is informed by formative 

assessments to gauge the differentiated learning 

needs of all students using iReady, interim 

SBAC assessments, and other formative 

assessment tools. 

 The ELA/ELD adoptions are tools to provide 

access to the teaching, learning, and mastery of 

standards, including strategic interventions. 

 Step Up to Writing is a tool for effective 

expression in writing. 
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Universal 

Design for 

Learning 

(UDL)  

Universal Design for Learning (UDL) is a researched-based framework for guiding 

educational practice.  Based on the premise that one-size-fits-all curricula create 

unintentional barriers to learning for many students, including the mythical average 

student, UDL focuses on planning instruction to meet the varied needs of 

students…UDL acknowledges the needs of all learners at the point of planning and 

first teaching, thereby reducing the amount of follow-up and alternative instruction 

necessary.” (ELA/ELD Framework, Chapter 9, page 910) 

http://www.cast.org  

http://www.udlcenter.org  

Principle I: Provide multiple means of engagement to tap 

individual learners’ interests, challenge them 

appropriately, and motivate them to learn.  

Principle II: Provide multiple means of representation 

to give students various ways of acquiring, processing, 

and integrating information and knowledge.    

Principle III: Provide multiple means of action and 

expression to provide students with options for navigating 

and demonstrating learning.    

A coordinated system of supports and services 

is crucial for ensuring appropriate and timely 

attention to students’ needs. The Multi-Tiered 

System of Supports (MTSS) model expands 

California’s Response to Intervention process 

by aligning all systems of high-quality first 

instruction, support, and intervention and 

including structures for building, changing, and 

sustaining systems. 

#CNUSDFutureReady 
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Darlene Erickson, Teacher on Special Assignment 
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Ed Clement, Principal 
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“Every teacher, administrator, specialist, parent and community 

member should hold and demonstrate high expectations of all 

students…[and] high expectations should be matched by high levels 

of support” 

-ELA/ELD Framework, Introduction, page 8 
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